considering what may have been the origin and cause of the epidemic, the mode of its propagation, the symptoms presented by the disease, and the means adopted to combat the pestilence. Before doing so, however, it will be necessary for me to take a retrospective glance at the sanitary condition of the island for some time previous to the present out- break.
For several years past Mauritius had been suffering from a succession of droughts which, due to an extensive and indiscriminate clearance of forest land, in certain districts had seriously compromised the agricultural prospects throughout parts of the island. As in consequence of this extensive denudation, the annual amount of rainfall had decreased, the climate was rendered drier, and the soil became more arid and less fit for cultivation. As the land in the lower latitudes became less productive, the soil in the higher and colder regions, was soon extensively cleared of wood and called into cultivation. Among the sequelae, however, none is more characteristic of malarial poisoning, than the anaemia so commonly the result either of repeated attacks, or of a single prolonged pernicious intermittent; it seems to be the most powerful manifestation of the disease, and the point to which all the different forms converge. 
